NAVY LEAGUE SALUTES UNITED STATES SAILORS

We are a nation of seafarers, and there has not been a time in history when we did not need the courage and skills

 of those who would go down to the sea in ships.

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL   Larger than life, the tall, bronze, lone sailor gazes across Fort Lauderdale’s New River, surrounded by the lush, tropical vegetation of the Native Plant Exhibit in Esplanade Park.  The Lone Sailor statue, now a lasting gift and a piece of history along the beautiful Riverwalk Park, is being formally dedicated in a ceremony on Saturday, October 14th at 10 a.m.  The event is free and open to the public.

   The Lone Sailor honors the Sea Services: Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and U.S.-Flag Merchant Marine, bronze plaques honoring each of these services are embedded at the entrance to the circular deck at the Lone Sailor site.

   The Navy League Fort Lauderdale Council has spent four years raising funds to donate this patriotic statue to South Florida expressing appreciation to the men and women across the globe, in the Sea Services, who voluntarily put their lives in harms way to protect freedom.  The Lone Sailor is the embodiment of honor, respect and devotion to duty, these values have been the basis of our maritime strength throughout our history, and contributed to America’s security and prosperity.  The statue is meant to inspire youth and honor sea service men, women and their families, past... present... future.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   Congressman E. Clay Shaw, Jr., recognized the Navy League Fort Lauderdale Council in the Congressional Record, House of Representatives, Tuesday, September 26, 2006.  Congressman Shaw stated, “I commend the members of the Fort Lauderdale Council of the Navy League of the United States for their commitment to this wonderful project.  The Lone Sailor statue will stand as a symbol of the esteem in which this community holds the members of the sea services:  Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, U.S.-Flag Merchant Marine.”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   John A. Aurelius, Esq., and CDR Gary Pirtle, USN (Ret) led the Site/ Installation Committee helping the Fort Lauderdale Council receive approval to erect the Lone Sailor Statue at the Riverwalk, west of Esplanade Park, in the downtown Arts & Entertainment District and near the Broward Center for the Performing Arts; over 1.5 million people visit this area annually. 

   Congressman E Clay Shaw, Jr., Dolph and Patricia Du Mont are serving on the Dedication Committee.  Amid patriotic speeches, righteous celebration, bright sounds of a military band, with a requested Navy ship visiting, the Lone Sailor will be dedicated to South Florida.

   Dignitaries representing all Sea Services, from the Pentagon, and Washington, DC, as well as Federal, State and local governments, veteran’s organizations, and the U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation, have been invited, along with active and retired U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.-Flag Merchant Marines, and their families.  Navy and Coast Guard vessels will be in Port in honor of the dedication. Youth from the Fort Lauderdale Council sponsored Sea Cadets and Fort Lauderdale High School NJROTC will participate.

   The bronze statue is the creation of Stanley Bleifeld, the U.S. Navy Memorial’s official sculptor.  The statue contains two pieces: the Sailor who stands 7 feet tall and weighs approximately 1000 lbs and his sea bag and cleat weighing 700 lbs. As part of the casting process, the bronze for the Lone Sailor was mixed with artifacts from eight U.S. Navy ships provided by the curator for the Navy, Naval Historical Center at Washington Navy Yard. The ships span the Navy’s history, yielding small pieces of copper sheeting, spikes, hammock hooks and other fragments from the post revolutionary frigates the Constitution (“Old Ironsides”) and the Constellation, the steamer Hartford, flagship of Admiral David G. Farragut in the Civil War era, the battleship USS Maine, the iron-hulled steamer/ sailing ship USS Ranger, the World War II-era cruiser USS Biloxi and the nuclear powered submarine USS Seawolf.  One last addition was a personal decoration from today’s Navy, one given to sailors in war and peace, the National Defense Service Medal. These bits of metal are now part of the Lone Sailor.

   The Lone Sailor site will be available for use by all services, veterans’ organizations, and civic groups for appropriate special events, ceremonies and patriotic services.  

   Fort Lauderdale High School NJROTC unit under the direction of Commander David Warkentien, raised funds to make a donation to the project so they could be a part of the history of the Lone Sailor.

   Donations of all sizes have been received from over 400 donors with major donations from The Miami Herald, City of Fort Lauderdale, Seminole Tribe of Florida and The Huizenga Family Foundation, making the project a reality.

  The Lone Sailor Project Committee is led by Chairman Nicholas DiNunzio and Congressman George Wortley (Ret). Committee members, include George Anderson, John Aurelius, Jack Casey, Richard Chosid, Beverly DiNunzio, Dolph & Patricia Du Mont, Jerry & Irene Fahringer, Leo & Barbara Greenfield, Carl Hallberg, Ed Kaplan, Tom King, Larry Koontz, Debbie Leach, George LeVasser, Oren & JoAnne Lewis, Mack & Joyce Madzinski, Jack Parks, Gary Pirtle, George Thorne and Barbara Wortley.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“This project was conceived in August 2002; four years later we can extend a heartfelt thanks to our Sea Services

and our County because of the generous support of everyone who was involved.”

~ Nicholas DiNunzio, Chairman, Lone Sailor Project Committee

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   The Navy League is a non-profit civilian organization with more than 65,000 members worldwide who support and advocate on behalf of the U.S. Sea Services.  One need not have served in the military to be a member of the Navy League.  The Fort Lauderdale Council has been greeting military ships of all Navies arriving in Port Everglades for over 50 years, earning a reputation for Fort Lauderdale as the “best liberty port in the world.”  Navy League Fort Lauderdale Council also supports youth programs and in the past two years has provided over $160,000 for Sea Cadet and NJROTC programs in the community.

   The U.S. Navy Memorial and Visitor’s Center, Washington, DC, is conveniently located on Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. (between 7th and 9th Streets), the United States Navy Memorial honors the men and women of the United States Navy – past, present and future.  The outdoor plaza features a “Granite Sea” map of the world, towering masts with signal flags, fountain pools and waterfalls and The Lone Sailor™ statue.  Just adjacent to the outdoor plaza is the Naval Heritage Center, a visitor’s center with educational displays about the contributions of the men and women of the Sea Services (Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine) and it is the home of The Navy Log, the permanent National Registry of Sea Service, where members, veterans and their families can register a permanent record of their service for free and search for shipmates. Call (202) 737-2300 for more information or log onto www.navymemorial.org.

   Lone Sailor Project donations are still needed and welcome; Navy League is a tax-exempt nonprofit organization. For information on making a donation, donor recognition, or dedication program advertising, contact 954 524 7228 or www.NLUSLoneSailor.org 

          ~ Patricia Du Mont, Lone Sailor Dedication Committee, Navy League of the United States, Fort Lauderdale Council


###

Additional photos available by email.  Contact Debbie Leach at 954 925 4448
